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When ¥ grew up in Archbold, Chile,living with my mother, Lydia
E¢ck, brother Paul,sister Esthsr, Great Aunt Anna Buehrer, Aunt
Sopnia Buehrer, and Grandpsrents John 1. and Anns Bushrer, I heard

sbout Switzerisnd and dreasmed of going there sometime to vieit my
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grendmother's relstives, Wy gn

dnt

L

df8thér,who sdded an "N" for a
middle initial for identificsfidﬂ;;had comé to the U.8. from
Switzerland when he was slmost Il yeers olé in 15?2 with his psrents,
Michsel Jr. and Anna Xutzll Buehrer, three sicgters-Susenna, Anna and
Ursula~- gnd his grendfather Michael,Sr. -Buehrer, There were no close
relatives left in the homeland, On the other hand, my grandmother
came from a family of 13 living children, of whom only three had
come to the United States, She came in 1883, but went back to visit
her family in 19;C a few months before her mothsr died, Money was
scarce at this time, after rearing six children on the farm in Henry
County, but sacrifices were made so that Grandma could have relief
from "Heinweh" or homesickness.,

In 1640 when my béother wss working for the World Coucil of
Churches es a journalitt in, GeneVB, SWItzeﬁLanu,.Pﬁ riother, cousin
Marie Puehrer,.friend Cars Lou DeVrles aﬂd I fulfilled my drear by
traveling to Eupgpe-in_bhe summer, In_Switzerland, with Paul's help,
we visited Grand%a's.relatiQes in Zurith, Bassl, Lohn, Flurlingen,
iucerne, and other places., I strupgled to converse in Gernan, since
most of them spoke no English, slthough [ had heard the Swiss-German
gt home and had studied German two years st collepre, We gaw the
homes of both grandparents in Bibern and Opfertchofen and attended
worship services In the church in the latter town, The fealing of

o

belonging to these people was strong then, as we sought our "roots,



Thisz Teeling of kinship was revived the spring of 13801 when FRrsd
Prhillips, my son, my sistecr Eather Hice and 1 returned to our rcots
‘in Switzerland. This time Psul and his wife Eve Bock were in Feidelws
berg, Goermeny, bubt sgain helped to guide us to our rslatives. The
Geonge Bruehlmsnn children, with whom we hed visited in 1S4E, were
now grown snd had their own familiez. What a joy to be with then
agoin and shere our lives with each other, Since T have been working
on genealogy for sovers | vears, I wag able to give to some cof the
Swiss relatives a chart trscing cur common ancestry back to eround
16C0's in several lines, with the help of Mormon records., EFmii and
Elila Bruehlmann are now working on listing sll the descendants from
our great grandparents.

I have gathered the information on the Buehrer Family because of

ysl

the strong feeling I have that the family- present, past and future-

{

15 impcrtant. Rev, Janes D, ®muehrer of Washington, D.C. wrote & book
on Buehrer history in 1916 with some help from Great Anna Euehrer,
among others. Aunt Sophia Buehrer Ziegler updated that book in 1850.

With the advent of microfilm, additional information on our ancesiry

[#3]

has been made available for me to add to the previous records. It i
ry hope that in future years, additional information will be added to
keep families informed about each other.

In my research of the Buehrer name, the esrliest records spelled
the name "Beurer." There is a town in Germany calied Beuren, which
éould possibly by the origin of our name. 3eurer wouvld indicate an
inhabitent of Beuren., This town is only 3 miles from RBibern or Opfertse
hofen where our grsndparents lived., In Switzerland the naeme is now
spelled"Blihrer", but in the United States 1t had been changed to

Buehrer to spproximate the zound of the umlsute.
op
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Opfertshofen, ths birtﬁplsce of Grendpa John I, Buehrer, is the
locstion of the church for the nelpghboring towns of Altdorf, Bibern,
snd Hofen., Since the mother church hsd been in Lohn bsfore 1867,
many of the church records lizt Lohn as their place of christening,
althoush chey may have lived In any of the othesr nesrby towns. In
1798 in Opfertshofen there were 19 homess with 31 men snd 72 wonien
end children. The populabtion hss dropped from 203 in 1860 to 121 in
1970, There isn't as much employment there anymore, so people work
in or nmove to nearby towns. Opfertshoven is about 100 meters higher
then Bibern, our Grandma Anﬁa Buebrer's home town, which lies in the
valley of the Eiber River. As we stood bsck of the church we could
see Hofen end Bibern in the dilstance,

Bivern used to be a fermers'villape. In 1920 there were 23
farmers, but in 1974 there were only 12. CGoncerning the earlier
history of this teown, Eibern belonged to the Cloister Paradies in
1300, The common people, or serfs, belonged to the clolisters and were

ruled by atbots. Since these landlords could not inflict capital
punishment ,however, an "advoctus"-"vogt" attended to the temporal
af'feirs of the abbey.

Several centuries later, in the 1600's snd 1700's, the word

"vogt" was printed by the names of some of our grandfethers In the
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probably

church records, I translsted it as bailiff, but it's o
came from feudal timese.
Also in ths records you will noticz that T hsve underlined

LTAE

Puchrer for my grandmotheris name which indicatea that the maiden
rame 1s the same as the married name, We hsve at leset five pgrandmothers
with the name of Buehrer, moking it easier to trsce their ancestry

when I had a micerofilm listing Zuehrers.
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Bibern ssens to be more progressive than Opfiershofen, aince it

o]

incrzased in population to 250 in 1%79 from 187 one hundred years

_.
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esrlier. About 25 new homes and a Cenfiral Schooj for the surrounding
towns have bteen bulilt near Bibkern, which is only 10 minutes driving

i

time from the city of Schaffhausen. Many go to Thayngen aiso to work

in Knorr Industries. Qur cousin HMartha Eruvehlmennf®s husbznd-
Wicklaus Steinemann works st Knorr. They also hsve a amall orchard of
apples and cherries up the hili from their home in Bivern.

4171 these facts and figures avout the country of Switzerland de

not convey in any wsy the indegeribasble, marveious warm feeling we

received from visiting our second cousins during our visit in 1931,

I hope that you c=n enjoy the zeme experience scmetime when you

1 11

roots.

seek your

inne Buehrer's bil"t'hla(
Dibern, Schaff, Switz,
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The Canton, or siste of Schalfhausen in Switzerland is signifiecant

tv wg as the birthplesce of beth of ocur grendpsrents., Carl Brits

= 4 . d- . _— & .= i ry F — oL »
his book surmerizsd thz history of this canton. Looking at the map,
one wondcre how the Oantoa of Scheffheusen happens to bhe in Swibtzerlsnd
a4t #1l, since it liee across the Lhine, surrounded by German territory.

But the faects sre tucse: about the niddle of the Pifteenth Century,

Schaffhesusen being then an imperisl city, entered into treasty relailons
with the Swiss Confederstes. Not long sffer, the latter rescued it from

‘the eclutches of the friends of Hapsburs-austria. In 1501, jus

B
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gllad Swehisy Yar, 414 was sdaltted, alony with el, Lo full member-
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y in the Confederation, Ever since, Schallfhausen has been Swiss-

.
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partly by hakit, psrtly by the courtesy of the European powvers.

‘During ¥orld WarlIi some of the American pllots misjudred thz border

hetween the two countriecs and shot at Lohn, whers our Trueghlsiann cousins

live, When we visit2d them in 1948, they show us the bullet hole in

their window. Schaffhsausen, with only 115 squcre miles, and 72,000

¥ - e 4 - - ” * - i
pepulation, has no high mountzins oand is a Taxiing area wigth 9%% of

the area considerec as "productive®,
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This bock hes been divided into three secﬁious plugs the Preface
and Index, The first section includes the Ances ior Chart J for
John N« Buehrer and the Famlily group sheebts Tor his encestors. The
nunbers before th2 names cn the famlly group snéets rafer to the
numbers on ﬁh& Aricestor Chart, For exanmpls,; Stephan Bushrer i
No: 8, and his cecond wife, Esrbara Brustsch, is lNo. 9, I did not

give & nwwoer to Anna Steinemsnn, hisc first wife, because she was

H

not fthe mother ¢f our ancestor, Michael Buehrer,Sr, I have put an
X before the child on the family group sheet who 1s our ancestor.
The secznd part ol the book includes Anna's Ancestor Chart &

and the Tamlly group sheet

th
Q

f her ancestors. A larger chers, feov

those whe psaid for it. 1s alsc included to show the earlier ancestors.

L

The mumbering is the game ss the Ancegtor Chart A, T have been

akble tc btrece mors of her ancectors along the various lines, mainly

because there were mere grandmothers whose maiden names were Buehrer,
™a third scetion Includes the family grourn sheoets of the

descendants of John f. znd Anna Buehrer, and also & family relistione

ghip chari. I lave started with Gthe oldest child of John and dnnsa
Ruehrer, traced hls descendants, procseeded to the next child, and

S0 One
After the Tndex are listed the known sddresses of the des-
cendantse Additional addressss and Information will be welcomed 2

add to th2 present edition.
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